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The History Ride 2008

A Celebration of Two Cycling Greats 

 Major Taylor and Art Longsjo

 On May 21st, 2008, cycling history will be commemorated by connecting two of the greatest 
cyclists together, with a ride starting at the Art Longsjo Memorial in Fitchburg, MA and finishing at the 
ceremony dedicating the statue of Major Taylor in downtown Worcester, MA.  The ride, sponsored by 
Fitchburg Cycling, will join up with the commemorative ride by from Seven Hills Wheelmen and Charles 
River Wheelmen for the final approach to Worcester.

Date: May 21

Time:  8:00AM – Noon, approximately 40 miles. (65 miles including return to Fitchburg)

Start: Main Street at the Upper Common, Fitchburg, MA.

Finish: Major Taylor Memorial, Worcester Public Library

Return: Return ride optional;  Riders should arrange their own pick-up – check website for offers.

Major Taylor – Marshall W. "Major" Taylor, originally from Indianapolis, moved to Worcester in 1895.  
By 1896, the 18-year-old Taylor was the undisputed black cycling champion of America, but he continued 
to face significant racial intolerance on and off the race track.  By the end of 1898, the 20-year-old 
"Worcester Whirlwind" held seven world records. In 1899 in Montreal, he won the world championship 
in the one-mile sprint. He was the second black world champion in any sport, after bantamweight boxer 
George Dixon.  For more information, visit www.majortaylorassociation.com. 

Art Longsjo – Arthur M. Longsjo was born in Fitchburg, Massachusetts, in 1931.  Part of the immigrant 
Finnish community, young Art developed as a junior speed-skater who took up cycling to train in the off-
season.  In 1956, at the age of 24, Art became the first American to compete in the winter and summer 
Olympics in the same year.  In 1958, after winning thirteen races in a row, Art was killed in a tragic car 
crash returning from a triumphant victory in the Quebec to Montreal bike race.  In 1960, a memorial race 
was started in Fitchburg – the Fitchburg Longsjo Classic will celebrate its 50th edition in 2009.   For more 
information, please visit www.longsjo.com.

Contact: Bill White . Fitchburg Cycling Club . P 978.597.1766 . F 978.383.5806 . wwhite@planningconcepts.com
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